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compelled to accept. She Is not, however, lowly and fit to
be discussed to the distaff as Hector does his wife. She is
a Rajput woman with the Rajput's bravery and deter-
mination illuminating her face. Nay when Kichaka
or Jayadratha try to seize and take undue liberty with
her, with the impulse of a Rajput woman she gives
them a push which throws them down. She has a
presence of min,d which even men may be proud of.
For instance, she loses not a moment In telling Karna
when he rises to string the bow at the Swayamvara,
that she does not wish to marry a charioteer. And
when she is alleged to have been won at the disgraceful
game at dice she asks a question which confounds the
courtiers of Duryodhana, Above all, her noble willing-
ness to share the fortunes of Arjuna disguised as a poor
Brahmin when he won her at the Swayamvara, or when
she followed the Pandavas in the forest in their long exile,
has always inspired Hindu women with courage and
contentment in sharing the lot of their husbands.
Kunti is another strong female character in the Maha-
bharata. Although she remains in Vidura's house when
the Pandavas with their wife go into 12 years' exile, the
message which she sends with Krishna to her sons is In
true Rajput fashion and is one of the most stirring calls
to fight. She wishes her sons either to die or conquer.
She, however, does not incite her sons to fight for her
sake. When the Pandavas are successful and estab-
lished on the throne she leaves them and accompanies
Dhritarashtra to the forest and dies in the performance
of her duties, mz.y attendance on the blind old man. As
she starts Bhima implores her to stay and enjoy the fruit